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 ABSTRACT  
 
NOVY LINASARI. The Influence of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood toward Viviane 
Walker’s Personality Development in Rebecca Wells’s Divine Secret of the 
Ya-Ya Sisterhood. Yogyakarta: Department of English Letters, Faculty of Letters, 
Sanata Dharma University, 2015.  
 
 This thesis is written to study about human relationship through a 
character to another character in the novel. The writer chose to analyze a novel 
entitled Divine Secret of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells because the 
novel reflects human relationship especially woman relationship named 
motherhood and sisterhood. It is believed that the support of a group could 
contribute influences toward one’s personality development. 
 
 There are three problem formulations that are made in order to analyze 
how one’s personality develop by the influence of sisterhood. First problem 
formulation is used to reveal the characteristic of the character who underwent 
personality development by applying characteristic theory by M. H. Abrams in A 
Glossary of Literary Terms. The second problem formulation is used to analyze 
the conditions that could affect one’s personality development by applying 
Elizabeth Hurlock’s theory of Human Personality Development. The third 
problem formulation is used to analyze how the influence of sisterhood in the 
main character’s life could affect the main character’s personality development. 
 
 There are many steps which are used to write this thesis. After choosing 
the novel and theories, the writer chose an approach that will be used in this topic. 
Psychological approach is the most suitable approach that can be applied in this 
study. The writer chose eight conditions that could affect one’s personality 
development in Elizabeth Hurlock’s theory of Human Personality Development. 
After that, the writer applied the theories to the study to answer the second and the 
third problem formulation in order to make a conclusion. 
 
 After applying Elizabeth Hurlock’s theory of Human Personality 
Development in the analysis. There are two significant conditions that affect the 
main character personality development, these conditions are changes in roles and 
changes in social pressure. However, the contribution of the sisterhood functioned 
as opportunity which provide the main character’s space to see herself and 
mistakes that the main character’s done. This condition enable the main character 
to grow her personality development without any pressures. Thus, in the 
conclusion, the used of a group that provide opportunity and space to one’s 
personality development is needed in order to reach the favorable changes.  
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 ABSTRAK  
 
NOVY LINASARI. The Influence of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood toward Viviane 
Walker’s Personality Development in Rebecca Wells’s Divine Secret of the 
Ya-Ya Sisterhood. Yogyakarta: Jurusan Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, 
Universitas Sanata Dharma, 2015.  
 
Tesis ini ditulis untuk belajar tentang hubungan antar manusia dengan 
karakter kekarakter yang lainny pada novel. Penulis memilih untuk menganalisis 
sebuah novel berjudul "Divine Secret of theYa-Ya Sisterhood" yang ditulis oleh 
Rebecca Wells karena novel ini mencerminkan hubungan manusia terutama 
hubungan antar wanita dalam hal keibuan dan persahabatan. Telah diyakini bahwa 
dukungan dari kelompok dapat memberikan kontribusi pengaruh terhadap 
perkembangan kepribadian seseorang, namun sayangnya kurang begitu banyak 
penelitian yang mempelajari fenomena ini. Dalam penulisan skripsi ini, penulis 
merumuskan tiga rumusan masalah, definisi istilah diperlukan agar nantinya topik 
tidak melebar.  
Ada tiga rumusan masalah yang dibuat untuk memecahkan bagaimana 
kepribadian  seseorang berkembang dengan pengaruh kelompok ini. Rumusan 
masalah pertama digunakan untuk mengungkapkan karakteristik karakter yang 
menjalani pengembangan kepribadian dengan menerapkan teori karakteristik M.H 
Abrams dalam A Glossary of Literary Terms. Rumusan masalah yang kedua 
digunakan untuk menganalisis kondisi apa saja yang dapat mempengaruhi 
perkembangan kepribadian seseorang dengan menerapkan teori Elizabeth Hurlock 
tentang Human Personality Development. Rumusan masalah yang ketiga 
digunakan untuk menganalisis bagaimana dominasi persahabatan dalam 
kehidupan tokoh utama yang dapat mempengaruhi perkembangan kepribadiannya. 
Ada beberapa langkah yang digunakan untuk menulis tesis ini. Setelah 
memilih novel dan teori, penulis harus memilih pendekatan yang akan digunakan 
dalam topik ini. Pendekatan psikologis adalah pendekatan yang paling cocok yang 
dapat diterapkan dalam penelitian ini. Penulis memilih delapan kondisi yang dapat 
mempengaruhi perkembangan kepribadian seseorang dalam theory of Human 
Personality Development dari Elizabeth Hurlock. Setelah itu, penulis menerapkan 
pendekatan dalam penelitian untuk menjawab rumusan masalah kedua dan ketiga 
untuk selanjutnya membuat kesimpulan. 
Setelah menganalisa dengan menerapkan teori Elizabeth Hurlock tentang 
Human Personality Development, ada dua kondisi yang signifikan yang dapat 
mempengaruhi perkembangan kepribadian tokoh utama, kondisi ini perubahan 
peran dan perubahan tekanan sosial. Namun, dominasi persahabatan berfungsi 
sebagai kesempatan yang memberikan ruang karakter utama untuk melihat dirinya 
dan kesalahan yang dilakukan tokoh utama. Maka kondisi ini memungkinkan 
karakter utama untuk tumbuh mengembangkan kepribadiannya tanpa tekanan. 
Dengan demikian, dalam kesimpulan, kelompok ini dibutuhkan dan berfungsi 
sebagai pemberi kesempatan dan ruang untuk pengembangan kepribadian 
seseorang yang diperlukan untuk mencapai perubahan yang menguntungkan.  
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 CHAPTER  I  
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study 
Literary work is the description of human life and events in general. It 
describes human life in a written form such as prose, novel, drama, short stories 
and poem. Hudson in his book An Introduction to the Study of Literature stated 
that literature is the expression of life which uses language as the medium. It can 
be considered as a significant aspect since it contains human’s real life, people’s 
thought and their feeling about life. (1963:10) 
In order to fulfill the requirement to graduate from Department of English 
Letters of Sanata Dharma University, a thesis must be written, thus by this thesis 
the writer contribute the requirement by writing and analyzing a literary work 
whose aim is to study in specifically  about human relationship reflected by a 
character in the novel. Human relationship is reflected in the novel through a 
character relationship to other character, the relationship covers problems, 
intimacy, caring, sharing, and learning which actually a representation of what 
happened in the real life. Any decision which is taken by a character in literary 
work showed to the reader what is inside the character’s mind. Thus the reader 
can study the behavior through the characteristic and personality of a character 
which described in the literary work.  
The writer chose to analyze a novel entitled Divine Secret of the Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells. The writer chose this novel because the novel 
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reflects human relationships especially women relationships in the real life 
namely sisterhood and motherhood. The sisterhood is like a second family for 
women and it has a significant role in woman’s life, it is where women can share 
all the emotional feelings to another with fewer boundaries and also share the 
same ideas and aims toward certain things in life. It is believed that the sisterhood 
gives the most influence toward the main character’s personality development.  
With the sisterhood on the main character’s side, the main character was able 
to get through with her depression caused by her motherhood side. However, 
because a lot of depression came from her motherhood sides as being a mother, it 
cannot be denied that this phase more or less contribute a personality development 
to the main character. Personality development not always resulted a good change, 
but also could be a bad change.  
The state of being a mother more or less contributes changes in one’s 
character. Elizabeth Bourque Johnson in her book Mothers at work: 
Representation of Maternal Practice in Literature stated, that the word mother 
may also indicate relationship or a title or a way of caring but primarily a mother 
is a worker, a person who takes responsibility for the care and development of a 
child (2000: 22).  
Nancy Chodorow in her book Family Structure and Feminine Personality 
stated that personality development is not the result of conscious parental 
intention. The nature and quality of the social relationships that the child 
experiences are appropriated, internalized, and organized by her/ him and come to 
constitute her/his personality. What is internalized from an ongoing relationship 
 
PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJIPLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
3 
 
continues independent of that original relationship and is generalized and set up as 
a permanent feature of the personality (1971: 45).  This statement supports the 
hypothesis that the sisterhood as the social relationship that the main character 
experienced has constitute her personality.  
This thesis explored further about how other characters play significant role 
toward the major character’s personality development. Personality development 
can be seen through the characteristic of the character throughout the story in the 
novel.  
It is hoped that after reading the thesis, the society is more aware about the 
function friendship to support one’s personality development. Hopefully women 
can value their sisterhood and appreciate their relationship.  
B. Problem Formulation 
In order to prove the writer’s hypothesis, three questions are formulated in 
order to analyze Viviane Walker’s personality development. It is believed that this 
relationship is the most significant influence for Viviane Walker’s personality 
development.  
1. How is Viviane Walker’s characteristic in the novel? 
2. How do the sisterhood and the motherhood influence Viviane Walker 
personality development?    
3. Why does the sisterhood give more influence towards Viviane Walker’s 
personality development? 
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C. Objectives of the Study 
The aim of this study is to answer the questions that are stated in the 
problem formulation. The first aim is to reveal the characteristic of Viviane 
Walker in the story. The writer revealed how Viviane Walker’s character is 
described in the story. 
The second aim is to observe the influence that was given from Viviane 
Walker’s best friends, the Ya-Ya sisterhood and also the phase of being a mother 
for Viviane Walker. The third is to examine why the sisterhood plays significant 
role towards Viviane Walker’s personality development.  
D. Definition of Terms 
In analyzing a novel, it is important to understand the terms since the terms 
will be related to the problem discussed. There are three terms which are related to 
the problem that will be discussed in the thesis. Those terms are Sisterhood, 
Motherhood, and Personality Development.  
1. Sisterhood 
Sisterhood according to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary is the close 
loyal relationship between women who share ideas and aims (2000: 1203).  
Sisterhood according to Dorothy Allerd Solomon is whenever women make 
the most of their sisterhood; women can find unity, support, and cheer that some 
present-day nuclear families do not enjoy (Solomon, 2007:3).  
From the statements above it can be understood that sisterhood is a group of 
women who united together, and are loyal to one another because they support 
each other and also share the same ideas and aims. 
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2. Motherhood 
Tina Miller stated that ‘Mothering refers to the personal, individual 
experiences that woman in meeting the needs of and being responsible for their 
dependent children. ‘Motherhood’ on the other hand refers to the context in which 
mothering takes places and is experienced. The institution of motherhood in the 
Western world is, then, historically, socially, culturally, politically, and, 
importantly, morally, shaped (Miller, 2005:13). 
From the statement above it can be understood that motherhood is not only 
being a mother but being mother the whole thing which cover historical, social, 
cultural, political, and morality.  
3. Personality Development 
Personality Development according to Elizabeth Hurlock is a stage in growth 
of constantly changing and evoking process within an individual. Furthermore, it 
determines his or her uniqueness in speech, in relation to people and things, in 
mannerism, in fantasy, and in other ways directed toward the specific goal to 
adjust to his or her environment (Hurlock, 1974:7) 
It can be understood from the statement above that personality development is 
a process of one’s personality growth which eventually determine one’s character 
and nature.  
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
  
 In this chapter, the writer presented some theories which are considered to 
be related to the analysis of study. The theories are divided into three sections. 
The first section of the chapter reviewed of the related studies which contain with 
criticism about the novel and theses that have same topic about personality 
development. The second section on the chapter reviewed on the related theories 
which applied in this paper to analyze the topic. There are two theories that are 
used, there are theory of character and characterization and theory of human 
personality development. The third section is theoretical framework. 
A. Review of Related Studies 
There are two related studies that are discussed in this section. The first one is 
the review about the author and about the novel. According to the information 
from the author’s website is that Rebecca Wells graduated from Louisiana State 
University (LSU) in Baton Rouge, where she studied theater, English, and 
psychology. She performed in many college plays, but also stepped outside the 
theater department to become awakened to women’s politics. According to Barnes 
& Nobles’s website on the writer’s review, it is stated that Rebecca Wells is an 
author who has so much influence on the culture where she grew up which was 
Southern part of United States of America, South Louisiana. That statement 
indeed strengthen the novel which has South Louisiana background most of the 
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parts. But unfortunately, the productivity of her writing got slowed down because 
of a disease that at that time affect her health through this moment.  
Her novel, Divine Secret of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, became a genuine literary 
phenomenon, rising to number one on the New York Times bestseller list and 
staying therefore more than a year. As a grass roots movement of Ya-Ya clubs 
spread all over the world, Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood continued to sit 
atop the New York bestseller list, and on bestseller list in several foreign 
countries. At one point, the book was number one on the bestseller lists of every 
major newspaper in the country.  
Rebecca Wells performed the abridged audio versions of both Divine Secrets 
of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood and Little Altars Everywhere. To pursue for the tapings, 
she went back to Louisiana to visit with people who have dialects she wrote in the 
books. She considers her performance of Little Altars Everywhere to be the best 
work she has done as an actress.  
 Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood won the 1999 American 
Booksellers Book of the Year Award, and was a finalist for the Orange Prize. Her 
books have sold around six million copies, and have been translated into twenty-
seven languages. They are now taught in high schools and colleges. 
 The second section is from theses which discussed about personality 
development especially about influences from other sources such as family, 
certain group of people, and environment toward the character’s personality 
development.  
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The first thesis is about the influence of the environment towards the main 
character’s personality development, it is said that one’s personality development 
can be influenced by environment and also family. In Dian Widyawati’s “The 
Influences of Family and Environment Characters on Margaret’s Personality 
Development in Elizabeth Gaskell’s North and South”.  In her conclusion she 
stated that family and environment are the factors that influence a child on his or 
her personality development (2009:59).  
The second thesis is about the influence of the minor character toward the 
main character’s personality development. In relation to the writer, the topic of the 
minor character can be seen through the sisterhood that the main character has.  In 
Dyah Ayu Kusumaningsih’s thesis “The Influence of The Minor Characters 
toward Bigger’s Personality Development in Wright’s Native Son”. On her 
introduction she stated that a character in the novel must live in an environment 
which includes many aspects on it. The relationship and the socialization with 
other characters, geographical, moral values, local wisdom, authority, conflict 
among the characters are aspects that have a great deal of contribution in the 
development of a character’s personality (2009:2)  
Both of the theses give stronger reason why sisterhood which represents the 
environment and also the relationship that the main character underwent certainly 
could influence the main character’s personality development. What make this 
thesis different from both of the previous theses with this topic is that in this 
thesis, what influenced the main character is sisterhood. The Ya-Ya sisterhood 
represents the closest environment that the main character’s underwent. Besides 
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that, sisterhood is the only relationship which lasts and is worthy for Viviane 
Walker’s because she created it and it lasts for more than half a century. So 
hopefully by analyzing the topic, it can be seen how contribution of the sisterhood 
role is in Viviane Walker’s personality development.   
B. Review of Related Theories 
1. Theory of Characters and Characterization 
According to M. H. Abrams “characters” refers to the persons presented in a 
dramatic or narrative work. Their speech and actions are grounded in 
temperament, desires, and moral nature which are called “motivation”. The 
persons’ moral, dispositional, and emotional qualities can be interpreted by the 
readers from their dialogue and action. The characters may remain stable during 
the plot −which means that their outlook and disposition stay unchanged− or 
experience a radical change. The changes may happen through a gradual process 
of motivation and development or as the result of a crisis. There are two kinds of 
characters: flat characters and round characters. A flat character refers to 
characters built in “a single idea or quality”. Flat characters are generally 
presented without much individualizing detail, so they can be described in a 
simple sentence. On the other hand, a round character is more complex in 
temperament and motivation, presented with subtle particularity, and has the 
capability of surprising the readers. They cannot be described as simply as 
comparing them to the model in real life. 
Characterization refers to the process of establishing the distinctive characters 
of the person in a narrative. There are two methods to characterize a character: 
 
PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJIPLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
10 
 
showing and telling. In showing, the readers are left to infer what motives and 
dispositions lay behind the characters speech and act from their dialogues and 
actions. Meanwhile, in telling, the author describes and often evaluates the 
characters’ motives and dispositional qualities. Some critics recommend using 
“showing” technique rather than “telling”, since “telling” technique is considered 
a violation of artistry. Such judgment becomes a limitation which may be 
appropriate only for creating particular novelistic effects. Practically, great 
novelists choose to use both techniques until presently (1985: 23-25).  
2. Theory of Human Personality Development 
Elizabeth Hurlock explained about eight conditions that are responsible for 
the personality changes. They are physical changes, changes in the environment, 
changes in significant people, changes in social pressure, changes in role, strong 
motivation, changes in self-concept, and psychotherapy (1974: 124-130). 
a. Physical changes  
A physical change does not related to the changes of the structure of the body 
but from maturation and decline or from illness, organic or glandular disturbance, 
injuries or some other conditions of person’s life pattern (1974: 124-125).  
b. Changes in the environment 
The changes in either the physical or the social environment may produce 
changes in the person’s self-concepts and it will lead to the changes of person’s 
behavior. But the changes in the environment do not guarantee an improvement in 
one’s personality. In fact, the changes often have the opposite effect.  
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c. Changes in significant people 
When significant people in an individual life’s change, and when he tries to 
adapt his pattern of behavior and his attitudes, beliefs, values, and aspirations to 
their, changes in his personality pattern are inevitable (1974:126).  
d. Changes in social pressures 
The strong social pressures such as traits of social rejection, aggressiveness, 
and greediness have much possibility to encourage changes in certain aspects of 
personality rather than the traits of admiration, affection, cooperativeness and 
generosity.  
e. Changes in roles 
The changes of one’s role may occur because of the change of age, economic, 
conditions, and affiliation with a new group. When the result of the changes put 
the person into a favorable status, it will usually change the self-concept of the 
person in a better way.  
f. Strong motivation 
People generally improve their pattern in order to get greater social 
acceptance and also to improve their social relationship. When the motivation to 
improve the personality pattern is strong enough, changes can be affected 
(1974:127).  
g. Changes in self-concept 
The changes in the self-concept of one’s personality may change his entire 
personality. However, the changing of self-concept is getting difficult when 
people are getting older and usually the changes occur slowly and gradually.  
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h. Psychotherapy 
Psychotherapy helps a person to get better insight into the reason for his 
unrealistically favorable or unfavorable self-concept (1974:129-130).  
Those conditions can affect one’s personality development; there are two 
effect that one’s might undergo, good effect and bad effect. The effect depends on 
how one’s pass the process. Those who cannot pass the process successfully will 
get the bad effect and those who are able to pass it will get the good effect.  
This study used the theory to analyze the development in Viviane Walker’s 
personality. By using this theory, hopefully the changes on Viviane Walker’s 
personality can be seen. 
C. Theoretical  Framework  
 The theories are theory of character and characterization, and the theory of 
human personality development.  
The theory of character and characterization are used to answer the first 
problem formulation. It is used to analyze the main character in the story. The 
theory is applied to dig the main character’s nature and the way the author 
characterized the main character.  
Besides the theory that is related to literature, the writer also used the theory of 
human personality development to analyze the second and the third problem 
formulation in the topic. Psychological approach is used to approach the study, by 
applying the psychology approach the writer is able to dig some more the 
character’s personalities and what influenced them. The influence of the 
environment that the main character has is the main topic that will be analyzed in 
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this topic. The environment is the sisterhood which the main character has is 
believed to be the most dominant influence for the main character. 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY  
 
A. Object of the Study  
The object of the study is a type of literary work, a novel entitle Divine Secret 
of The Ya-Ya Sisterhood written by Rebeca Wells. This novel published by Harper 
Collins in 1996, this novel consists of 449 pages, divided into 32 chapters.  
Chapter 1-10 is about the main character, Viviane Walker issues with her daughter 
Siddalee. There are many complicated problems which affect the relationship 
between Viviane Walker as a mother and Siddalee Walker as a daughter. In 
chapter 11-25 is about Viviane Walker’s life when she was little, teenager, and 
married. In these chapters there are many strong evidences which represent the 
important of the sisterhood for Viviane Walker’s personality development.  In 
these chapters also showed Viviane Walker’s hope, dream, and her reality which 
was rather painful and suffocating her life. In Chapter 26-32 is about how Viviane 
Walker realized how grateful she is that she has a solid friend who always be there 
for her and how her friends eventually showed her that her family also important 
as them. In the end she realized that she has abandoned her family a lot. 
Eventually she found balance between her life with Ya-Ya Sisterhood and her 
internal family life which showed from when she reunited with her first beloved 
daughter Siddalee Walker.  
B. Approach of the Study 
In order to analyze the problem formulations better, a psychological approach 
is applied. Psychological approach is chosen because the topic of this study is 
14 
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dealing with the personality development and the psychological aspects are 
needed to analyze a person’s personality development.  
 Lewis Leary in his book American Literature: A Study and Research 
Guide stated that psychological approach applies the principles of modern 
psychology to characters or situation within a work of literature or to the person 
who wrote the work (1976:57). By applying psychological approach, the 
understanding of the personality development of Viviane Walker can be achieved.  
According to Guerin in her book A Handbook of Critical Approaches to 
Literature, psychological approach is an approach that has a limitation in its 
aesthetic inadequacy (1979:121). It means that psychological approach tends to 
put more attention to psychological aspects in the literary work rather than the 
aesthetic aspect of it.  
The approach that has been explained above is the approach that the writer 
used. It is believed that this approach is needed to make the analyzing easier.  
C. Method of the Study  
It is been realized that only by reading the novel it is not sufficient, so the 
writer tries to collect many sources that could help to get more information. The 
data are mainly collected from the library search as the primary source and web or 
internet search as the secondary source. Therefore, the writer tried to get and have 
the information from any books which are related and supported the topic. 
This research is done in many steps. The first step was reading the literary 
work. After getting some information of the story, the writer came to the step of 
reread the literary work to get more understanding of the story and the characters 
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in the novel. The second step was formulating the problems formulations which 
become the main topic in the study. The third step the writer searched for theories 
which are needed to analyze the problem formulation and the theories were the 
theory of character and characterization, and the theory of human personality 
development. The fourth step was answering the problems that had been 
formulated before with supported theories. The last step was formulating a 
conclusion of the research.  
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS  
 
In this chapter the writer applied theories which have been written in the 
previous chapter to the problem formulations that have been formulated in chapter 
one. Theory of characters and characterization is used to reveal the characteristic 
of Viviane Walker. Furthermore the theory of personality development is used to 
analyze Viviane Walker’s personality development which influenced by the Ya-
Ya sisterhood which represented as her environment in the story.  
Here the writer focuses on the analysis into three matters. First is about how 
Viviane Walker’s character reflected in the story. Second is about how the 
sisterhood and motherhood influenced Viviane Walker’s personality development. 
Third is about why the sisterhood gives more influences to Viviane Walker 
personality development.  
A. The Characteristics of Viviane Walker 
According to M.H Abrams there are two methods to characterize a character, 
showing and telling. In this case, the writer used the showing methods to show 
and to reveal the characteristic of Viviane Walker.  
The characteristics of Viviane Walker are described in this part. The writer 
found there were five characteristics which can describe Viviane Walker. The five 
characteristics are harsh characteristic, religious, a good friend, alcoholic and 
smoker, and tough characteristic. Those characteristics are explained further in the 
following paragraphs. Also these characteristics believed to be some of the roots 
and results of personality developments which Viviane Walker undergo.  
17 
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To give a sense of Viviane Walker’s characteristic, the writer gave a cut off 
scene that more or less could describe her as a person. Viviane Walker is sixty 
seven years old woman who lived and grew up in Louisiana. She is a beautiful, 
good looking and stylish woman who has four children. She is married to a man 
named Shep. The marriage life that she has with Shep was quite intense.  
“At sixty-seven, she was still fit from playing tennis twice a week. She’d put 
on five pounds since she’d tried to quit smoking, but she still could have 
passed for a much younger woman. Her legs, though not tan, were muscular 
and strong. Her subtly colored ash-blonde hair was cut in a French bob, and 
over it she wore an expensive black straw hat of the best weave, which she had 
bought thirty-five years ago” (Wells, 2002:14)  
 
Viviane Walker has best friends that she called the Ya-Ya sisterhood. The Ya-
Ya Sisterhood is like a small tribe which Viviane Walker made when she was 
eight, together with Teensy, Caro and Necie, she made a life that she never had. 
The friendship last until almost half a century. Together they support, care, and 
love each other.  
“The Ya-Yas laughed a lot when they were around each other. They’d get 
going and not be able to stop. They’d laugh till big, fat tears rolled down their 
cheeks. They’d laugh until one would accuse the others of making her tee-tee 
in her pants. 
I don’t know what they laughed about. I only know that their laughter was 
beautiful to hear and see, and that is something I wish I had more of in my life 
right now. I like to pride myself on doing many things better than my mother, 
but she was always better at giggling with her girlfriends.” (Wells, 2002: 39-
40)  
“I did not understand then that my mother lived in a world that could not or 
would not acknowledge her radiance, her pull on the earth – at least not as 
much as she needed. So she made up her own solar system with the other Ya-
Yas and lived in its orbits as fully as she could” (Wells, 2002: 43)  
 
The following paragraphs discussed each of Viviane Walker’s characteristic 
which has been stated in the previous paragraphs. The characteristics are harsh 
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characteristic, religious, a good friend, alcoholic and smoker, and also tough 
characteristic. 
1. Impulsive 
The evidences that are found in the novel, can be seen that Viviane Walker is a 
person who has impulsive nature, in every moment that occurred not as what she 
wanted or hope, she would react impulsively. The main character showed the 
tendency to react out in a situation that did not benefit her which at that time of 
the setting would not be appropriate for woman, especially, to react like the 
character’s reaction.  
“Sidda could see her mother’s face, red with anger. She could see how her 
veins showed lavender underneath her light skin” (Wells, 2002:4)  
 
The quotation above described when Siddalee Walker, Viviane Walker’s 
daughter tried to apologize to her mother which ended up made Viviane Walker 
angry. Siddalee Walker unintentionally humiliate Viviane Walker by stating to a 
national press magazine that Viviane Walker is a person who abused her 
physically when she was a child.  
“You lying litle bitch. They loved it when you said: ‘My mother comes form 
the old Southern school of child rearing where a belt accross a child’s bare skin 
was how you got your point across’” (Wells, 2002:5) 
 
The quotation above was a statement in the national press magazine that read 
out by Viviane Walker to her daughter, it is showed that Viviane Walker was 
bothered by the statement in the magazine, because it is implied her mistakes.  
“That Sunday afternoon I had my husband’s belt, the one with SHEP tooled 
in leather, the ruby set in the sterling-silver buckle, a sterling-silver tip on the 
other end. When I beat my children, the worst marks would have come from 
where that silver tip landed” (Wells, 2002:23) 
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“I can see their beautiful bodies as they were that day. I have been told what I 
did. Their baby bodies were such naked, easy targets” (Wells, 2002:23) 
 
“Can you see the scar on Sidda’s body now? Does Connor McGill see it when 
he loves her? I f I could pass my hand over my daughter’s back, over that 
entire Lent, over entire seasons of her childhood, I would erase it all. But I 
cannot do the godlike things I wish I could. This may be the only thing in my 
life I have learned” (Wells, 2002:23-24) 
 
From these three evidences, it can be seen that Viviane Walker did abuse her 
children when the children were younger. These evidences are taken from the 
main character’s prayer, when she prayed to asked for redemption. These 
evidences implied that Viviane Walker was aware when she abused her children.  
“Back home in my bedroom, I sit down and think about what all has 
happened. And the more I think about it, the madder I get. It is all so unfair! I 
get so mad that my brain squeezes together and pushes out the most brilliant 
idea of my life to date!” (Wells, 2002:75) 
 
This quotation shown from Viviane Walker’s point of view toward a problem 
that she had. It can be seen that she overcome her problem with anger rather than 
to think further of why she was mad. The problem showed above is when she was 
a little kid, she went to a competition, but she and her girlfriends blew up the 
competition by making such an embarassing behavior, thus Viviane Walker and 
her girlfriends got punishment, the punishment was rather heavy that she thought 
it was not fair, instead of accepting her mistakes, she got angry.  
“Shut your ugly little snobby mouth, you long-nosed weenie-faced mama’s 
boy!” I screamed. “Didn’tyour mother teach you good manners?” (Wells, 
2002:134) 
  
The quotation showed above, is a strong evidence. Especially in the last 
sentence the words “Didn’t your mother teach you good manners?”. As a young 
lady who got forced to behave well, she knew what the boy did was not right, but 
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also as a young lady, she should not say the words harshly like showed in the 
quotation because she could get in trouble, but Viviane Walker did it anyway.  
“Evidently Vivi had gotten in a fight with the nun and ended up sideswiping 
the Infant Jesus of Prague statue that stood not far from the church parking lot” 
(Wells, 2002:183) 
 
The quotation above showed when Viviane Walker gave her son her garter 
belts for first-grade Show and Tell. As the result the school called and demanded 
Viviane Walker come to meet with the teacher, she got mad at because the 
teachers could not think of any positive thought about the belt, so she transferred 
her anger by damaging the school properties. As a well behaved lady and also a 
mother she should not do like what she had done, instead of acting positively she 
react harshly.  
2. Religious  
Viviane Walker was born in a Catholic family, thus she had Catholic influence 
from her family and environment. Viviane Walker believed that Jesus Christ and 
Mother Mary exist in the universe. When Viviane Walker was younger her mother 
nurtured and raised her in Catholic way. However, she rarely used an actual 
common prayers when she was praying. She knew that God exist and she got her 
peace of mind when she talked to God. When she grew older, unfortunately, she 
went out of control, as much as she went out of the line, she still believed that 
God does exist. She prayed during her hard time, and give thanks whenever she 
was feeling grateful. 
 “She turned off the bedside lamp and lit a candle in front of her Mary statue”  
“Mother Most Merciful, she prayed, hear me in my prayer. You are the 
Queen of the Moon and the Stars. I don’t know what I’m the queen anymore.” 
(Wells, 2002:23) 
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From the quotation above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker believed in 
Mother Mary, she prayed because she felt confused with her relationship with her 
daughter. She understood that her radiance was gradually decreasing, she could 
not face the fact that her daughter now got to be the stars.  
 “Jesus Christ, Our Savior and Lord, bend your ear to Our Holy Mother as 
she beseeches you on my behalf. I’m still mad as bell at loudmouth daughter, 
but I’m willing to bargain. Here are my terms: You stop Sidda from chickening 
out of love, and I’ll quit drinking. Till the day she and Connor say “I do.” And 
I’ll throw in the Ya-Ya-rabilia too. I hear you laughing. Knock it off. This time 
I’m serious.” 
“Make Siddalee turn around and walk through the fire. If the starts that “I-
don’t-know-how-to-love” crap, don’t fall for it” 
“One caveat: they have to get married before October 31, got it? No 
abstinence guarantees pas Halloween. It’s August now. You have plenty of 
time.  
“Let my oldest smile that smile” 
“Through the intercession of Our Lady of Shooting Stars, I pray. Amen” 
(Wells, 2002:25) 
 
The quotation above is one of the evidences of Viviane Walker is a religious, 
in this scene she prayed to Jesus Christ after she knew that her daughter, Siddalee 
spreads the news that she was a bad mother for her to New York Times thus the 
whole people in United State knows about it. In her prayer, she asked God to 
make her daughter not afraid to marry her fiancé.  
 ““Can we go play in the hammock now, please, ma’am?” I ask”  
“”Yes you may,” Mother answers, “but first come and genuflect in front of 
Our Holy Mother”” (Wells, 2002:83) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker was raised in a 
catholic way by her mother Buggy. Buggy asked Viviane Walker and her best 
friends to genuflect in front of Mother Mary before they could play.  
 “Through her tears, Vivi gazed at the moon. A silent prayer for Jack issued 
from her body.”  
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“Moonlight in the summer sky, look down on my love from up on high. Shine 
on him now while he is safe and shine on him when he flies through enemy 
skies. Let his journey into the sky bring him closer to you, so that while he is 
away from me, he will be safe. Tell him I love him. Your milky brilliance can 
protect him from all enemies. He is a tender boy, do not let him suffer. 
Moonlight over the only town I know, bring my love back home so we can live 
and be happy.” (Wells, 2002:200) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen that on her deepest sadness, she 
prayed for her first love Jack, she was hopeless at that time because she cannot 
hold Jack for not going to the Air Force. She loved Jack so much, that she prayed 
for him and asked God to always protect him from the enemies.    
3. A Good Friend 
Viviane Walker is a good friend, especially around her best friends Teensy, 
Caro and Necie. She loved her friends so dearly, she would do anything that can 
make her best friends happy. She named her friendship together with Teensy, 
Caro and Necie, the Ya-Ya. She created a whole new family with the Ya-Ya , she 
always had a way to make her best friend had fun and had a good time with her.  
“Dear Mama,  
I know you’re still furious with me. But I need your help. I will be directing a 
musical version of Clare BootheLuce’sThe Women in Seattle and I have no 
idea where to begin. You know everything about female friendship. You’ve 
been bosom buddies with Caro, Necia, and Teensy for over fifty years. You are 
the expert. And your innate sense of drama is unimpeachable. It would be 
enormously helpful if you could send me ideas, movies – anything about your 
life with the Ya-Yas. If you don’t want to do it for me, do it for the American 
theater. Please. 
Love,  
Sidda” (Wells, 2002:9) 
 
From the letter that Siddalee wrote to Viviane Walker, it can be understood, 
that Viviane Walker is always good at making friends. It can be seen through the 
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length of period of her relationship with Teensy, Caro and Necie which was more 
than fifty years.  
“At the creek, the women got out of the car. Necie carried the basket of food, 
and Teensy pulled a fresh thermos of Bloody Marys from the trunk. Without 
offering, Vivi helped Caro with her oxygen tank, and without 
acknowledgement Caro accepted her help. The four Ya-Yas walked down a 
short path, and then slowly, carefully scrambled down to the creek bank, where 
Vivi spread out an old pink checked blanket. They lowered themselves into 
sitting positions on the blanket and listened for a moment to the insects” 
(Wells, 2002:20) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen from the way she helped Caro, as if it 
was a reflex to help, without even have to think of helping her. She just liked to 
help her best friend. She always prepared for things that would made her best 
friends are comfortable to be around her.  
“The Ya-Yas laughed a lot when they were around each other. They’d get 
going and not be able to stop. They’d laugh till big, fat tears rolled down their 
cheeks. They’d laugh until one would accuse the others of making her tee-tee 
in her pants. I don’t know what they laughed about. I only know that their 
laughter was beautiful to hear and to see and that it is something I wish I had 
more of in my life right now. I like to pride myself on doing many things better 
than my mother, but she was always better at giggling with her girlfriends” 
(Wells, 2002:39-40) 
 
 Viviane Walker always had a way to be happy when she was with her best 
buddies. From the last sentence it can be seen that she was always been a good 
friend, she brought up the energy of fun and happy. That is the thing that Viviane 
Walker’s daughter envies of her.  
 “I secretly think that I look the most like Shirley Temple. After all, I am the 
one with the blonde hair. But, I wouldn’t dare to tell anybody this.” (Wells, 
2002:66) 
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From this simple quotation above, it can be understood, that Viviane Walker 
did not want to make her best friends feel bad by saying that she was the person 
who look like Shirley Temple the most.  
“My favorite nights in the world are the nights I have my girlfriends over. 
That is when I sleep my best, hardly a nightmare at all my buddies are with 
me” (Wells, 2002:86) 
From the evidence above, it can be seen that she was always open to her best 
friends. She invited her best friends to have a sleep over at her house and happily 
enjoying every moment when her best friends were there, even in her sleeping. 
Even if in the day, Viviane Walker always sees her best friend at school and also 
at the church every Sunday, but to have a sleep over was different experience 
because they could talk all night and do things that they could not do it in the day 
together.   
“Dear Necie,  
Gosh Sura-Roo, you can’t imagine how much we miss you! I’m not kidding 
either. The Ya-Yas just aren’t the same without you along. You asked me to 
write you about every little thing, and that is just I’m going to do. I’ll save 
everything and we can paste it into my Divine Secrets album when we get 
home! .... Countess, I have to go now because Duchess and Princess Jaybird 
want me to play cards with them. They all say kiss kiss and we love you to 
death and miss you every single minute. I’ll write to you again today. Xxxx. 
Viviane” (Wells, 2002:111) 
 
“Necie-o, 
I am in my top berth with Caro and Teensy up here with me. The curtains are 
open and we can see fields passing by with the moonlight shinning down on 
them ... We all say good night, sleep tight, and don’t let the bedbugs bite. 
Xxxx. Vivi "(Wells, 2002:113-114) 
 
 
“Necie-oh, 
We are rolling through the state of Alabama. I went back to the colored car to 
see what Ginger was doing, and bring her Coca-Cola. And do you know she 
was having the time of her life ... You are blood sister, remember, and blood 
sisters can never really go away from each other, no matter how lonesome train 
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whistles sound it he night air. Love forever and ever, Vivi” (Wells, 2002:136-
137) 
There were many letters that Viviane Walker wrote to Necie when she went to 
Alabama with Caro and Teensy. She promised to write to Necie every day, so that 
Necie will not miss anything that happened during their trips. That is how good 
Viviane Walker is as a best friend, she committed to herself that she will not let 
Necie missed one single story that they encountered in their trip to Alabama. She 
did write letters, every day for a week, she wrote every little detail, opinion and 
description about anything during the trip.  
““Mama,” Vivi said dropping the more formal way she usually addressed her 
mother. “Don’t do this, please. They’re my best friends. I can’t just leave them 
like this!””  
The quotation above showed when the first time Viviane Walker disagree to 
her mother, she was always been a good daughter, never disagree to what her 
mother said and asked her to do. This was the time when her mother had to send 
her away to go to Catholic school. She could not stand the fact that she could not 
even say good bye to her best friends, that fact gave her the power to opposed her 
mother.  
4. Alcoholic and Smoker 
Viviane Walker became a reckless teenager after she knew how to smoke 
cigarette which she learnt from her older brother, and the day she tasted alcohol, 
she then craved for it every day.  
“Vivi unscrewed a thermos and poured the Bloody Mary mixture into a 
plastic go-cup. “ Caro Dahlin,” Vivi said, reaching back over the seat to hand 
the cup to Caro” (Wells, 2002:17) 
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The quotation above showed that Viviane Walker and her best friends were 
alcohol consumer, they drank bloody marry which is a kind of beverage that 
mixed with vodka, tomato juice and lemon juice. They drank the beverage when 
they were driving the car on the road.  
“After she made the Sign of the Cross, Vivi lit a cigarette. She wasn’t 
supposed to smoke inside the house, she wasn’t supposed to smoke at all, but 
hell, and Shep wasn’t home. She thought better with that red tip glowing in the 
dark. Her bedroom was dark. She made the Sign of the Cross again, this time 
with her cigarette, and when she did, it gave her an idea” (Wells, 2002:25) 
 
The quotation above showed that Viviane Walker was also a cigarette 
consumer, she knew she was not supposed to smoke because of the health issue 
that she had at her age, but she ignored it. She was guilty when she started to 
smoke again, that was why she made the cross sign, in hoping that God is not 
angry at her.  
“Mama still drank beer when we were little. It was not until I was teenager 
that she gave up beer altogether because it was too fattening. But even back 
then, when we were little, Mama would often forgo a beer in favor of a vodka 
and grapefruit juice, which she kept in a squat aqua-and-white-thermos. Across 
the front of the little thermos she had written with a freezer pen: RE-VIVI-
FICATION TONIC. She described the concoction as “a cocktail and diet aid 
rolled into one.” (Wells, 2002:42) 
 
In the quotation above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker still addicted to 
alcohol even when she already had children. Being a mother for her did not 
change her life style, she did not care if her behavior might influence her children, 
and she did things whatever are right for her. 
“Vivi took a sip of her bourbon and branch water. She immediately felt a stab 
of guilt at having broken her vow of abstinence so soon. She drew a deep 
breath, and said “Siddalee Walker? The New York Times oft-quoted Siddalee 
Walker?” (Wells, 2002:58) 
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In the time of depression, Viviane Walker would consume alcohol, like it 
shown from the quotation above, she was stressed and depressed by the news 
from the New York Times, which stated that she was a bad role mother for 
Siddalee Walker, because of she abused her children. 
“Two thousand miles apart, Sidda could hear the ice cubes clinking against 
Vivi’s glass. If anyone ever made a movie about her childhood, that would be 
the soundtrack. She glanced at her watch. How could she have forgotten that it 
was cocktail time in Louisiana?” (Wells, 2002:60) 
 
From the other character, it is described that the addiction of Viviane Walker to 
alcohol had been on for such a long time, it can be seen by the other Siddalee. 
Walker’s point of view toward Viviane Walker. The consumption that Viviane 
Walker had was since when she was a child until the present time, it means 
Viviane Walker had involved with alcohol throughout the life of Siddalee Walker, 
her daughter.  
“For every such scene of magic, there were an equal number of terrifying 
cocktail hours when Vivi’s bourbon and branch water took her away from her 
children, although she might never leave the house” (Wells, 2002:104) 
 
 “Plenty of fried shrimp for Friday-night supper, as many cold Cokes as you 
could grab, and, if it was wintertime, hours in front of the fire in the den, 
playing Ouija board with Vivi, as she sipped her bourbon.” (Wells, 2002:180) 
 
 “She watches as Vivi smoke and stare up at the sky. Smoking and looking up 
at the sky are some of her mother’s favorite things. Along with matinees, a 
good hamburger, Spring Creek, lying in the bed reading a good book. And 
getting dressed up and having fun” (Wells, 2002:182) 
 
Above quotation are the evidences that the character had been such involved 
with alcohol and smoking issues. Every scene, and chapter, there were always at 
least one scene that it tells how Viviane Walker was so attached to alcohol and 
smoking cigarettes.  
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5. Tough  
Viviane Walker was born in the family who was lack of affection, her mother 
barely spoke to her father. Viviane Walker rarely had a conversation with both of 
her parents, her father was always working, and her mother was always doing the 
house job. As she growing up she had learnt the hard way in her life that was why 
when she was married and had four children she became tougher.  
“My mother was a big woman in a little woman’s body. She stood five feet 
four inches tall in her bare feet and never weighed more than 115 pounds – 
except when she was pregnant. She prided herself on her weight, and took 
great pains to maintain it. She had the limbs of a taller person. Not that they 
were actually too long for her body, but they seemed to have willowness about 
them – a willowness that caused tightness. It seemed like the life inside my 
mother’s body was too hot and fierce for her fair skin. “I am going to jump out 
of my skin,” she always used to say. And as a girl, I feared she would.” (Wells, 
2002:53) 
The quotation above showed from the other character’s point of view, it is 
described how small Viviane Walker’s body but yet had a great personality. For a 
woman in general, keeping an ideal weight was not easy thing to do, especially 
after gave birth, but from the statement from the other character’s, it showed how 
Viviane Walker was so eager to keep it ideal, and it was not easy, it took a lot of 
pains for her.  
“When I think now of the Vivi of my girlhood, I am overwhelmed. She gave 
birth to four children – five if you count my twin who died – in three years and 
nine months. That means from the time she married, her body never had a 
chance to settle down from the wild hormonal tangos of pregnancy. It means 
that she was sleep-deprived for five or six straight years” (Wells, 2002:54) 
The quotation above showed how tough Viviane Walker was, she gave birth 
almost every nine months for three years and nine months. In general, women 
usually let her hormonal cycle goes down first, then plan to get pregnant again. 
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But Viviane Walker was different, she had four stair-step children in three years 
and nine months.  
B. The Influence of Motherhood and Sisterhood toward Viviane Walker’s 
Personality Development.  
In this chapter, the writer showed the influence motherhood side of Viviane 
Walker and sisterhood side that she created, which one from these two parts of 
Viviane Walker gave her the most influence for her personality development. The 
writer also like to make it clear, that the term “Influence” here means contribute 
the balance of the main character’s personality development and not literally 
influence her personality development. 
There are eight conditions that could influence someone’s personality 
develpoment, according to Hurlock there are physical changes, changes in the 
environment, changes in significant people, changes in social pressure, changes in 
role, strong motivation, changes in self-concept, and psychotherapy (Hurlock, 
1974: 124-130). The writer believe, that these eight conditions more or less 
contribute influence to Viviane Walker’s personality development.  
1. Physical Changes 
A physical change is not related to the changes of the structure of the body but 
from maturation and decline or from illness, organic or glandular disturbance, 
injuries or some other conditions of person’s life pattern (Hurlock, 1974: 124-
125).  
In other words it can be said that the physical changes, also can be caused from 
pregnancy which happened to Viviane Walker.  
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“When I think now of the Vivi of my girlhood, I am over-whelmed. She gave 
birth to four children – five if you count my twin who died – in three years and 
nine months . That means from the time she married, her body never had a 
chance to settle down from the wild hormonal tangos of pregnancy. It means 
that she was sleep-deprived for five or six straight years.” (Wells, 2002:54) 
 
The quotation above showed the changes that Viviane Walker underwent, as 
Hurlock said changes could be caused by maturation. The fact of Viviane Walker 
had to gave birth to four childen in a row within three years and nine months was 
a proof which caused the changes of Viviane Walker’s personality development. 
Besides maturation, it also came from the life pattern that the main character’s 
underwent, before she became pregnant, the main character was spoiled with no 
responsibility except of taking care of herself, by doing beauty grooming with the 
main character’s best friends, things got changed from the time she got the first 
child and it went on until the fourth child was born, this fact of Viviane Walker 
was pregnant for four times in a row is believed as one of  the causes of Viviane 
Walker’s personality development. As Hurlock stated : 
During periods of rapid physical change, physical and glandular changes 
upset the body homeostasis and, with it, the person’s feelings of well-being. 
The person must then not only make physical readjustments but also change his 
concept of self so that it agrees with the social expectations associated with his 
age. This requires psychological readjustments at the same time that organic 
and glandular readjustments are being made.(Hurlock, 1974:124)  
 
In other words, pregnancy could be one of the causes of personality 
development. In this case, Viviane Walker’s pregnancies were rather unusual 
because she had them straight for years. As stated in Hurlock’s theory that the 
changes upset the body homeostasis and with it the person’s feelings of well-
being. It means Viviane Walker’s influenced the way she feels about her self-
concept.  
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“This is my mother in the bath with her sister-friends. Her skin is pink from 
the hot water. Her hair is wet in curls around her forehead. Long before her 
body held mine inside. When her pelvic bones struck out and her belly was still 
concave. Before her body, in its search for peace, discovered bourbon and its 
comfort and its prison.” (Wells, 2002:144) 
 
The quotation above showed from the minor character, Siddalee Walker, whom 
is the daughter of the main character. There stated that before the pregnancy 
Viviane Walker had a good body as stated in the quotation “long before her body 
held mine inside. When her pelvic bones struck out and her belly was still 
concave.” By this statement, it is implied that pregnancy changed Viviane Walker 
body which as a result made her disturbed, thus as a result she would drink 
alcohol to escape from the thought of it.  
Elizabeth Hurlock believed that sometimes any physical changes that are not 
considered a good change could affect one’s personality development:  
As his concept of self-changes, it is reflected in changes in his characteristic 
patterns of behavior. He becomes anxious, frustrated, resentful, and stressful – 
changes for the worse which are readily apparent to all who knew him when he 
was younger. Personality changes are, thus, not a function of growing older but 
rather a function of a changed self-concept (42,51). (Hurlock, 1974:125) 
 
The writer believed that Hurlock’s theory could be applied to the analysis other 
character “Before her body, in its search for peace, discovered bourbon and its 
comfort and its prison.” This quotation implied that Viviane Walker became 
anxious, frustrated, resentful and stressful, then consuming alcohol became her 
alternative to escape from her frustration,   
“My mother was a big woman in a little woman’s body. She stood about five 
feet four inches tall in her bare feet and never weighed more than 115 pounds – 
except when she was pregnant. She prided herself on her weight, and took 
great pains to maintain it. She had the limbs of a taller person. Not that they 
were actually too long for her body, but they seem to have a willowness about 
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them – a willownessthat enchased a tightness. It seemed like the life inside my 
mother’s body was too hot and fierce for her fair skin. “I am going to jump out 
of my skin,” she always used to say. And as a girl, I feared she would” (Wells, 
2002:53) 
 
Again, the quotation was stated by the minor character, Siddalee Walker. In the 
quotation the sentence “ – except when she was pregnant. She prided herself on 
her weight, and took great pains to maintain it.” From this statement, it can be 
seen that the main character enjoy to have a good body, and she was willing to 
kept maintaining it, but the pregnancy messed her willingness to maintain her 
body.   
This prove Hurlock’s theory about physical changes are able to change one’s 
personality development, it is stated:  
Unfavorable changes in the person’s physical condition, such as illness, 
overweight, glandular disturbances, or blindness, often result in personality 
changes because they affect the person’s self-concept unfavorably. These 
physical changes are especially damaging if they occur after the person has 
learned to think of himself as a normal, healthy individual. Having to revise 
this self-concept and accept the fact that he is “handicapped” is the cause of the 
personality change (40). (Hurlock, 1974:125)  
 
From all the evidences, it can be seen that the result of pregnancies were 
disturbing Viviane Walker personality, especially she could not keep up to keep 
maintaining her body. The changes that Viviane Walker underwent was obviously 
not a beneficial for her personality development, on the contrary, the sisterhood 
became supporter to motivate Viviane Walker to keep maintaining her body. 
“Mama wasn’t the only strong swimmer. Caro had been a lifeguard too, and 
had even more stamina when it came to certain strokes. With her smart red-
highlighted brown page boy and her olive skin, Caro grew up swimming in the 
Gulf, and she could swim for hours. Her dips in the creek were minuscule 
adventures compared to her ocean swims. Mama always said, “Caro is 
indisputably the strongest lady endurance swimmer I have ever known or ever 
will know.” (Wells, 2002:46-47) 
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From the quotation above, it can be seen from the last line of the paragraph it 
was stated by the main character. It is implied an admiration also a motivation at 
the same time, so be surrounded with her best friends made Viviane Walker 
motivated to keep maintaining her body so she would not get left behind.   
2. Changes in the Environment 
Hurlock stated that one of the conditions that could influence one’s personality 
development is changes in the environment:  
Changes in either the physical or social environment may produce changes in 
the person’s self-concept and, in turn, in his characteristic behavior. A change 
in environment, per se, will not guarantee an improvement in personality. In 
fact, the change may and often does have the opposite effect. Just moving to a 
new environment, for example, where the socioeconomic status of the people is 
superior to that of the people of the old environment will not automatically 
improve the child’s, the adolescent’s, or the adult’s personality. Whether it 
does so or not will depend largely on how well the person is accepted in the 
new environment and how well the new environment meets his needs. 
(Hurlock, 1974:125)  
 
In this case, both the physical and social environment influenced Viviane 
Walker personality development. The physical one is when she was transferred to 
an old Catholic boarding school in Alabama. The absence of some people who 
gave her a good deal of influence as the social environment influence.  
Saint Augustine is one of the physical environment changes which occured to 
Viviane Walker. It is the place where Viviane Walker got moved from her old 
environment. According to Viviane Walker’s point of view, it was a horrible place 
for her. It was too horrible that she was afraid and missed her old environment. 
The only thought that made her stronger was the life that she had back home, and 
the Ya-Ya sisterhood. The changes that occured to Viviane Walker  was drasctic. 
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In the place where she grew up, she had no rules, no boundaries, and she had 
friends. On the contrary in Saint Augustine she did not have anything, she did not 
have any friends, did not have anyone who care for her, but most of all there were 
rules. The life that she had in Saint Agustine was 180 degrees from the life that 
she had back home.  
“Sister Fermin, who taught Religion, delighted in introducing lessons by 
looking at Vivi and saying: “For those od you girls who have been sent here 
because of sinful behavior, pay special attention. You do not deserve God’s 
love after the pain you have caused your families, but if you study hard and 
keep ever present in your heart the shame you carry, in time you may be 
welcomed back into the light of God the Father’s love.” 
The the other girls would turn around and gawk at Vivi like she was a child 
murderer or a Nazi. Vivi wanted to tell them all go to straight to hell, but it was 
not worth the effort.” pg (Wells, 2002:264) 
 
From this quotation it can be seen that Hurlock’s theory is applied because it is 
stated that the changes in personality depends on the new environment. The new 
place where Viviane Walker moved into, unfortunately did  not meet her needs, in 
order to live she had to make an adjustment which eventually brought her to 
frustration because she could not adapt to the new environment.  
“The nun’s kind voice astounded Vivi. It has been so long since anyone 
treated me with kindness. In my old life, I had so much kindness, I took it for 
granted, like sugar before the war.” (Wells, 2002:272) 
 
“As the nun turned away from the bed again, Vivi thought, She does not hate 
me.  
When she returned this time, Sister Solange carried a large white bowl filled 
with hot water. Setting it on the table beside the bed, she dipped a washcloth, 
wrung it out, and then leaned over Vivi. “Close your eyes, please,” the nun 
said. Then she laid the warm wet cloth over Vivi’s eyes. Vivi took a deep 
breath that filled her whole body. She could feel the warmth entering the space 
behind her eyes. She could feel the kindness entering the bruised space around 
her heart. She drifted back to sleep.” (Wells, 2002:272-273) 
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On the other hand, Hurlock mentioned that there are ways to reach a favorable 
changes so that Viviane Walker is able to see the good in herself and able to feel 
grateful for the things that she took it for granted, Hurlock stated that:  
To have a favorable effect on the personality pattern, changes in the 
environment must do four things. First, they must improve the status of the 
person and, by doing so, enable him to feel secure and adequate. Second, the 
changes must enable the person to be more equilibrium with his environment in 
the sense that the environment meets his needs at that time. Third, the changes 
must enable to come closer to his ideal. And fourth, by providing opportunities 
for broader social experiences with people of different cultural backgrounds 
and with different values and ideals, they must help the person see himself 
more realistically and revise his goals and aspirations in keeping with his 
abilities. (Hurlock, 1974:125) 
The nun named Sister Solange was a person who made Viviane believed in 
hope again. Sister Solange’s treatment to Viviane Walker was different from the 
treatment of the Mother Superior. Here, sister Solange can be seen as a person 
who gave Viviane Walker opportunities like what Hurlock mentioned, it need 
someone who provide opportunities and someone who help her to see her abilities 
and aspiration in herself. With sister Solange’s help, changes in Viviane Walker’s 
personality development can be happened.  
Mother Superior is the headmaster of Saint Augustine, she is strict and has no 
tolerance for spoiled girl like Viviane Walker. Besides of that, Mother Superior 
was being asked by Viviane Walker’s mother, Buggy to pay attention to Viviane 
Walker. Thus Viviane Walker hated Mother Superior because she always had her 
eyes on Viviane Walker. On the contrary, sister Solange showed Viviane Walker 
patience and kindness which made her hopeful again. Viviane Walker was 
hopeless that she lost her apettite, she could not eat food because the food always 
seemed to have a bad taste. She lost her awareness because her body was too 
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weak. She passed out for few days because she was so weak and depressed.  This 
condition indicated that Viviane Walker encountered a great depression. When a 
person is encountereda great depression, a hint of kindness and patience can be 
seen as a hope for the person. Viviane Walker was feeling hopeful when she 
found out that one of  the people in Saint Augustine did not hate her, in the other 
hand, was care about her. This changes that Viviane Walker underwent could 
more or less affect her personality development.  
 In this condition, even if Viviane Walker felt secure because of the help of 
sister Solange, but the thought of adapting to her current place did not cheer her 
up. She was aching for her old life with her best friends and also her family. 
Because of no news from Viviane Walker since she got transferred, Genevieve, 
Teensy’s mother who Viviane Walker always looked up too, came in to take 
Viviane Walker’s away from the school and bring back her home. Genevieve 
could sense something was not right, because there were no news at all. Also 
Teensy could sense that her best friend needed a help.  
“The sight of Genevieve and Teensy standing in Mother Superior’s office was 
almost more than Vivi could bear. She longed to run to them, to hold them and 
smell them, to soak in all of the life that they carried. But she could not make 
herself take a step forward. She stood frozen, clutching Delia’s feather pillow 
in her hand, looking far younger than her sixteen years.” pg 285  
“Genevieve put one arm around Vivi and one arm around her daughter, and 
the three of them walked fast, but did not run, out of the building. Tehy walked 
down the stone steps and into the waiting Packard. Genevieve climbed behind 
the wheel, and Teensy shoved Vivi into the front of seat and then climbed in 
herself. As the car sped out of the grounds of Saint Augustine’s, not one of 
them looked back.” (Wells, 2002:287) 
 
This quotation can be seen the contribution of the sisterhood which in here 
function as Viviane Walker’s savior. This is one of the evidences that the 
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sisterhood contribute a big influence toward Viviane Walker’s personality 
development by providing her comfort, so she could understand her true self-
concept without any pressures.  
Besides the physical environment changes there were also social environment, 
here the term social environment is for the person who was close to Viviane 
Walker, who also did not like the idea of she has escaped from the Saint 
Augustine boarding school, to be specific, the person is her mother, Buggy.  
“Vivi had done her best to reclaim her old life when she returned from Saint 
Augustine’s. She had tiptoed back onto the tennis court, where her weight loss 
and exhaustion embarassed her no end. She had hung out at Bordelon’s Drugs 
and drunk Coca-Colas with peanuts plunked into the bottles. She wrote Jack 
cheery letters at least every  other day, and she tried to stay out of her mother’s 
way. Buggy had refused even to speak to her for the first month Vivi was back 
home, but as the summer passed, things began to return to what passed for 
normal life in the Abbott house.” (Wells, 2002:290-291) 
 
There were two social environment changes which influenced Viviane 
Walker’s personality development that can be seen in the quotation above, first is 
the way her mother disowned her because she escaped the boarding school and 
also the absence of her beloved Jack Whitman, her crush who went to war. These 
two social environment was changing the way Viviane Walker live the life that 
she had in her hometown.   
The changes in social environment also can be seen from when Genevieve, 
Teensy’s mother could not admitt that she had lost her son, Jack, in the war. 
Genevieve was like the second mother for Viviane Walker, when suddenly she did 
not  care about anything in her life, it made Viviane Walker sad and confused. She 
wished that she could somehow help Genevieve, but Genevieve refused of any 
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help. The closure of Viviane Walker relationship with Genevieve can be seen 
from the quotation on page 315 below. There stated that without Genevieve 
Whitman, Viviane Walker wouldn’t be the same. The same meaning that she was 
not as happy as her life always be.  
“Vivi, Genevieve has passed over,” he said, watching his wife closely. 
The taste of iron seeped into Vivi’s mouth. She stood up. Strange, she 
thought. I did not taste iron when the twin died. I have not tasted it since Jack 
died. 
“What happened?” she asked, not wanting to know. 
Shep looked down at the baby girl in his arms. He did not want to tell his wife 
what he had to say. “Babe, I’m awful sorry. But I think the alligators got her.: 
Vivi looked down into her daughter’s sleepy eyes. For a moment, Vivi could 
not see her daughter. She could only see her own shocked expression reflected 
back to her from the baby’s large hazel eyes. 
“Can I do something, Vivi?” Shep asked. “Is there something I can do for 
you, Babe?” 
Vivi shooke her head. “There’s nothing you can do for me. Finish feeding 
your daughter. Then burp her and check her diaper. I’ll be in the bedroom on 
the phone. Please don’t disturb me.”  
Then Vivi turned and walked out of the room, and Sidda began to cry. Shep 
Walker lifted the infant up in the air so that Sidda’s baby body was slightly 
above his face. He did not know why she was crying. He did not know how to 
make her stop.” (Wells, 2002:315) 
 
The fact that Genevieve was an important person for Viviane Walker can be 
seen from above quotation. When she heard the news that Genevieve passed 
away, she was shocked that she wouldn not do anything, even if when her 
children need her. In fact before she heard the news, she was happily enjoying her 
time with her daughter, but as soon as she heard the news, she gave away the 
baby, like she did not care about her to Shep. From this reaction it is implied that 
this person who passed away was an important person, otherwise Viviane Walker 
would not just give her baby away like as if she did not care about the baby, all 
that she care was the news made her sad.  
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“I had the dream once when I was still sleeping in the same bedroom with 
Shep,” Vivi said. 
She paused for a moment to see if it was all right with Teensy to continue. 
When Teensy nodded, Vivi proceeded.  
“The one where Jack is smilling that long, slow grin of his. You know the one 
I mean. He’s giving me that smile from the basketball court. He’s turning and 
giving me that grin. I see his strong jawline and that hank of thick, black hair. 
And I feel exactly the same way I did back then, the same warmth in my groin, 
the same heart pounding -- .”  
 “-- No, I’m not,” Vivi said, firm. “I have held on to your brother. That dream 
has torn me up hundreds of times in the past five decades. The only time it left 
me was when my babies were little. And I missed that dream, Teensy. I wanted 
it back. I begged that dream to return. And it did. With a roaring vengeance in 
1963, when I dropped my basket. And part of me was thankful. Because as 
much as that dream destroys me, it gives me back that part of my life.” (Wells, 
2002:318) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker held the dream 
that she has with Jack Whitman for so long. Even when she already married to 
Shep, but she stills held on to the feeling to Jack. There also, it can be seen that 
Jack Whitman is one of the significant people toward Viviane Walker personality 
development. Here, it is implied that the sisterhood contribute tremendous part 
toward Viviane Walker personality development. Viviane Walker would not talk 
in her awareness like can be seen from the quotation if it was not with her inner 
circle which is the sisterhood. This is also can be seen as the evidence the 
contribution of sisterhood toward Viviane Walker’s personality development. The 
sisterhood able to approach Viviane Walker in the nicest way, so when she was 
making her self-concept she was not under pressure, as Hurlock said positive 
support from the environment could reach the favorable changes toward one’s 
personality.  
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3. Changes in Significant People 
Hurlock stated that when significant people in an individual life’s change, and 
when he tries to adapt his pattern of behavior and his attitudes, beliefs, values, and 
aspirations to their, changes in his personality pattern are inevitable (Hurlock, 
1974:126).  
The changes of significant people in this topic is so significant, Buggy Abbott 
and Taylor Abbott are Viviane Walker’s parents who rarely treated Viviane 
Walker nicely.  The changes that the parents had made Viviane Walker lack of 
care and love from her parents.  
The influence from Viviane Walker’s parents gave tremendous effect toward 
Viviane Walker personality development. Because of the lack of caring and love 
from her parents she developed to be an independent girl.  
This can be proven with Hurlock’s theory. In the theory, Hurlock mentioned 
that the change of other people in could affect someone’s personality 
development: 
From time to time throughout life, the people who are significant to a person 
change. As was explained in the discussion of the ideal self-concept (Chap. 2) 
and of identification (Chap. 4), the basis for the formation of this self-concept 
varies from one age to another. The extent to which changes in significant 
people bring about personality changes will depend on how much their 
attitudes, values, and so on differ from those of the individual. If there is a 
great disparity, he will be motivated to effect greater changes. (Hurlock, 
1974:126)  
 
The following quotation showed that Hurlock’s theory is applied in the 
analysis from the quotation from the novel, in the following quotation it can be 
seen that Viviane Walker underwent the changes of the significant people for her, 
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as a result she was trying to be on her best attitudes in order to not bring more 
burden for her parents.  
“She thought of her mother and father, and Pete, and the baby Jezie, and the 
wobbly life they lived there. Of the way Buggy stiffened when her husband 
stepped near, of the way she said, “Here’s your supper, Mr Abbott,” her lips 
thin and tight. She thought of the way her father laughed at her mother’s 
housedresses, dirty fingernails from gardening, and sanctuary candles. She 
thought about the faint smell of Scotch, not quite disguised with Dr.Tichenor’s 
Antiseptic Tincture, on her father’s breath, she thought of the clinking sound of 
his belt buckle when it dangled from the strap.”  
“Her mother’s discontent lay coiled inside her own body. Ever since Vivi’s 
little sister, Jezie, was born, Buggy had slept in the nursery, on a daybed 
against the wall. Although Vivi could not have put it into words, she felt her 
own exhaustion at constantly attempting to hold part of her vitality so she 
would not cause her mother more sadness. At fifteen, Vivi Abbott was more 
masterful than most at rationing parts of herself without appearing anything but 
exuberant.” (Wells, 2002:196) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker was lack of 
attention from her parents because of her parents didn’t have a warm connection 
toward each other. Viviane Walker’s mother was always so cold to Viviane 
Walker’s father, and also Viviane Walker’s father was always like to disparage 
Viviane Walker’s mother. What is implied from this scene is that, Viviane 
Walker’s inner circle did not give her a place to develop, instead, it is functioned 
as a trigger for her to develop her own personality development.  
“The man had settled some big case, what have you wanted to struct his 
money. Your grandmother Buggy didn’t want to have that dance. Your 
grandfather did it to spite her.Goddamnit, Taylor Abbott treated your 
grandmother like a piece of shit. Weird as she was, she didn’t deserve it. Ran 
around on her for years. Every maid in the parish knew about it. He treated his 
horses better than he did wis wife. Hell,I don’t know. Your mama got caught in 
the middle of all their shit.” (Wells, 2002:216) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be analyzed with Hurlock’s theory that stated:  
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For example, in young adults, the significant people are usually spouses, 
employers, or successful community leaders. These people set the pattern the 
young adult tries to imitate and whose expectations he tries to conform to. The 
more they differ from him, the greater the gap between his ideal self-concept 
and his real self-concept, and the harder he will try to narrow the gap. 
(Hurlock, 1974:126)  
 
In the quotation from the novel above, it can be analyzed with Hurlock’s theory 
that Viviane Walker affected by her unpleasant family life. The gap between her 
parents indirectly built up a gap between herself and her parents as well, as a 
result, she did not have any courage to state her mind or behavior to her family 
because it was either a burden or no one will care about it. Thus, her personality 
develop to be a tough girl as it mentioned in her characteristic.  
“In front of the fireplace, center stage, Vivi was staging an elaborate 
promenade in which she dragged Teensy’s fur on the floor behind her. Her 
head was thrown back in a grotesque exaggeration of a diva, and she was 
talking loudly in a Talllulah voice.” 
 “They should not allow children to direct,” she was saying. “They should not 
allow children to touch an American classic like Arthur Miller!” 
Flipping the fur up and over her head and so near the fire place the coat 
almost caught on fire, Vivi stared out into the crowd. She impaled Sidda with 
her drunken gaze. “Who gave you permission to direct a play, anyway?” 
The gathering grew deathly quiet. 
Sidda bit her lip. She took a step toward her mother. 
“I asked you a Goddamn question, Siddalee Walker,” Vivi said, her voice 
slurring. 
Sidda felt every eye in the room on her. The space felt suddenly hot and 
airless. As thought all life had stopped. 
“Nobody gave me permission, Mama,” Sidda said softly, “I was hired.” 
“Oh, excuse me!” Vivi said loudly, “You were hired?” 
Then gesturing wildly to the room, Vivi announced loudly, “She was hired.” 
Sidda could feel the tears in her eyes, but she would be damned if she would 
break down. Taking a deep breath, she turned to leave.” (Wells, 2002:225-226) 
 
This quotation above, also one of the circumstances in Hurlock’s theory. 
Hurlock stated that:  
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In old age, after people have retired, the most significant people in their lives 
are usually their grown children. If the attitudes of their grown children toward 
them are favorable, elderly parents will have little reason to change their self-
concepts. If the attitudes are unfavorable, the amount of change the parents will 
want to make will depend largely upon the closeness of the parent-child 
relationship.(Hurlock, 1974:126) 
 
In other words, Hurlock said that when one’s already come of age, the 
influence that they are concerned about is from their children. If their children are 
already settle then the parents would not need to change their personality because 
the attitudes of their children are favorable to them. However if the children are 
not contributing any benefit for the parents thus the parents need to take actions to 
gain their own personality and also for the sake of their children.  
In this topic, unfortunately the success life of Viviane Walker’s daughter did 
not pleased her because that fact cannot be accepted by Viviane Walker. The fact 
that she had to let her dreams go and had to be a house wife rather than to be a 
successful woman in her career was clearly not a favorable changes for Viviane 
Walker.  
The quotation above showed that Viviane Walker’s daughter Siddalee Walker 
had a successful life, a life that Viviane Walker always wanted. The stars of the 
show, in the night when her daughter launch the movie that she directed, Viviane 
Walker showed her jealousy by saying mean words and acting unpleasantly. This 
changes happen when she was old enough that she did not have time to pursue the 
life that she always wanted.  
“Vivi had decided that the ball was worth all the fights her parents had had 
over the event. (“I’ll throw my own daughter a ball if I want to, harpy!” Mr. 
Abbott had said to Buggy at the dinner table one night.) Longing for rare, 
unexpected recognition from her father, Vivi had flushed with guilt. When she 
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swallowed, the food had caught in her throat. Vivi had never recieved this 
much notice form her father. It came out of nowhere, as though Taylor Abbott 
were driven to spotlight his daughter’s move into womanhood, as though the 
sixteen years Vivi had spent trying to get his attention were finally paying off. 
In this one splendid event the attention had come so suddenly, though, that 
Vivi did not trust it. She feared that she might dissapoint her father, without 
knowing why or how. She was almost nauseated with sheer richness of it all.” 
(Wells, 2002:230-231)  
“After the guest finished singing “Happy Birthday,” the Ya-Yas and their 
dates flocked around Vivi. They watched as Mr. Abbott, standing perfectly 
erect in his tuxedo, reached into his pocket and retrieved a small gift-wrapped 
package. With a little flourish, he handed it to his daughter, and gave her a kiss 
on the cheek. 
Caro surveyed the scene with a cool eye. Standing next to her date, Red 
Beaumont, who was at least four inches shorter than she was, she thought how 
she’d never in her life seen Mr. Abbott kiss Vivi. She’d seen him knock Vivi 
upside the head, but she’d never seen him kiss her. In fact, she’d never seen 
either of Vivi’s parents kiss her.” (Wells, 2002:231) 
 
From above quotations, it can be seen that Viviane Walker was surprised by 
the changes of her father. Viviane Walker was always a cold man to everyone in 
his family, he rarely talked to his children and wife, thus to suddenly got so 
excited about Viviane Walker’s birthday party was a rare moment for Viviane 
Walker. However, rather accepting the positive changes of her father, she feared 
to receive it. It is implied that the main character underwent a fear which was a 
result of a bad parenting of her parents toward her. That was the first time in 
Viviane Walker’s life, she received something wonderful from her father, what 
she usually gets were punishments or either physical abused like got hit by her 
father’s belt. Thus, to finally earn her father’s kindness she must not disappoint 
her father ever. Even the main character’s best friends could not believe what they 
saw, it was such a rare event in Viviane Walker’s life. This changes forced her to 
be better so she would not disappoint her parents.  
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“For a week after Vivi’s birthday ball, Buggy Abbott woke every morning in 
tears. When her youngest child, Jezie, with whom she shared a room, asked, 
“Mama got bo-bo?” Buggy could not answer. 
Finally, Taylor Abbott told his wife, “If you’re going to continue to behave 
like this, you will have to do it somewhere other than my house.” 
After that, she cried only in private, and made sure that her husband could not 
hear. Buggy Abbott cried alone, and prayed to the Virgin for an answer to her 
problem with her daughter.” (Wells, 2002:241) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker’s mother was not 
happy about the birthday party which Viviane Walker’s father held for her. 
Unfortunately Buggy could not hide her sadness which eventually lead to Mr. 
Abbott frustration. This event affected Viviane Walker mentally, she couldn’t 
understand why is it wrong for her father to celebrate her birthday, she was really 
sad that her mother could not see her as a person.  
The quotation showed that Hurlock’s theory about changes in significant 
people could be applied in the topic, because the stages and also the explanation 
that Hurlock stated in the theory could be seen in the quotation. These influences 
from the significant people toward Viviane Walker has built her to be a tough girl.  
 “Mon fils de grâce!” Genevieve screamed as she slapped her husband. “You 
killed my bébé. You and your patriotisme!” Her reaction was so strong that it 
seemed to push the very air out of the room, leaving little space for anything 
else. 
Vivi wanted to hold Genevieve, she wanted to hold Teensy. She wanted them 
to hold her.” (Wells, 2002:299) 
 
“The longer Genevieve stood there with her skirt above her head, the more 
Vivi’s grief compounded. This was the woman she looked to when her own 
mother was absent. Now this mother, too, was turning away.” (Wells, 
2002:300) 
 
Unfortunately the influence is not only Viviane Walker lost not only  the 
affections from her own parents, but also she lost her beloved crush Jack Whitman 
along with his mother who were going insane because she could not bear the fact 
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that her baby boy had died in the war. These influences pushed Viviane Walker’s 
to behave at her best, even if she wanted to show to everyone that she could not 
bear all the facts too, but she knew, it will not change anything, all she could do is 
be the best girl for everybody. From this stage, her character has built up, she 
became tougher than any other girl in about her age.  
4. Changes in Social Pressure 
Hurlock stated that “the strong social pressures such as traits of social 
rejection, aggressiveness, and greediness have much possibility to encourage 
changes in certain aspects of personality rather than the traits of admiration, 
affection, cooperativeness and generosity” (Hurlock, 1974:127) 
Changes in social pressure also one of the factors that can be found in this 
study. The pressure that Viviane Walker had from her beloved family made her 
doubtful to express her feeling to them, thus this repressed Viviane Walker to 
bound herself to her parents. Also when she got moved to Saint Augustines, the 
pressures which came from her new friends, teachers, and also the Mother 
Superior were strong which eventually made her hopeless and numb.  
“She thought of her mother and father, and Pete, and the baby Jezie, and the 
wobbly life they lived there. Of the way Buggy stiffened when her husband 
stepped near, of the way she said, “Here’s your supper, Mr. Abbott,” her lips 
thin and tight. She thought of the way her father laughed ath her mother’s 
housedresses, dirty fingernails from gardening, and sanctuary candles. She 
thought about the faint smell of Scotch, not quite disguised with Dr. Tichenor’s 
Antiseptic Tincture, on her father’s breath, she thought of the clinking sound of 
his belt buckle when it dangled from the strap.  
Her mother discontent lay coiled inside her own body. Ever since Vivi’s little 
sister, Jezie, was born, Buggy had slept in the nursery, on a daybed against the 
wall. Although Vivi could not have put it into words, she felt her own 
exhaustion at constantly attempting to hold back part of her vitality so she 
would not cause her mother more sadness. At fifteen, Vivi Abbott was more 
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masterful than most at rationing parts of herself without appearing anything but 
exuberant.” (Wells, 2002:196) 
 
In above quotations, it can be seen that the changes of Viviane Walker’s father 
and mother had contribute a pressure toward Viviane Walker’s personality, it can 
be seen further in the quotation in the last second paragraph, it stated that she hold 
back part of her vitality so Viviane Walker would not cause Buggy more sadness. 
Viviane Walker tried her best to not be a burden for her mother, because her 
mother was not in a good relationship with her father as a result, Viviane Walker 
did not want to burden her mother with her teenage drama or any kind of behavior 
which not pleased her mother.  
This changes could be analyzed further by Hurlock’s explanation: 
Pressure to conform to the approved pattern are provided by the people who 
are significant in the person’s life at the time. When a child is young he tries to 
conform to parental standards. Later, his peers’ opinions provide the incentive 
to change. (Hurlock, 1974:127)  
 
This statement applied in the analysis because Viviane Walker tried to fulfill 
her parent’s standard as a good girl. But however, her effort seemed useless 
because her parents already had their own problems so every goodness that 
Viviane Walker tried to express to them means nothing for them.  
“She’d never like Taylor Abbott, never really liked Buggy. Didn’t hate her 
like Teensy did, just didn’t like her. Or trust her. Buggy acted like a maid. 
Housework, digging in the yard, and going to Mass, that’s all the woman did. 
No luncheons with friends, she didn’t even go to movies. Always said she had 
too much work to do. 
And Taylor Abbott. When that man came home from work, the whole 
household had to stop breathing, stop living. If Vivi and the Ya-Yas walked 
into the living room, when he was home – laughing like they always were – he 
wouldn’t even look up at them. He’d just say, “Viviane, keep it down.” And 
Vivi would calm up and they’d have to tiptoe across the room and up the stairs, 
not breathing a sound until they were in Vivi’s bedroom with the door shut. 
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Taylor Abbott wanted his home to be a library or a museum where he could 
read his newspaper.”  (Wells, 2002:229) 
 
From above quotation, it can be seen that Viviane Walker did not have a space 
to explore and to grow for herself in her house. Everything was set up by her 
mother and her father rules, but the rules were rather strict. It never allowed 
Viviane Walker to be who she is, because she had to be the girl whom her parents 
want. The only environment that allowed Viviane Walker to be herself and be 
happy about who she was as a person was the sisterhood, the Ya-Yas. With the 
Ya-Yas, Viviane Walker could be happy and could laugh like she had no burden 
in her life.  
 
“Pete patted his jacket as though he were checking for something. Then he 
inspected the rearview mirror, nervous. 
“She’s been wanting to punish you for years.” 
Vivi counted the pieces of luggage that were in the back seat. She looked out 
at the yard, Buggy’s garden almost dead in winter. The Rose of Montana and 
cleamths vines on the porch were shriveled and brown. 
“What’re you saying, Pete?” Vivi asked. 
“Sis, I’m your bud, you know that, don’t you?” 
“Yeah, I know that.” 
“Trust me, then. Look out for Mother. She’s gunnin’ for you. Keep your 
elbows out.” 
She is my mother. Vivi thought. She loves me. Doesn’t she?”  (Wells, 
2002:258-259) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen clearly from the other character’s 
point of view, that Viviane Walker’s mother never liked her. In fact, most social 
pressure Viviane Walker suffered from were actually pressures from her mother. 
For a long time Viviane Walker tried to believe that as a mother, her mother could 
not be too cold hearted toward her. As it was stated in the last sentence, which 
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was the thought of Viviane Walker and instead of a statement, it was a question as 
if she doubt the feeling that her mother should give to her.  
“I want to tell her to shut up her crazy humming, Vivi thought. I want to bash 
her in the head with one of my suit cases. I want to truss her up with ropes like 
a cow, and drop her in a ditch on the side of the road. Then seize the wheel 
myself, whip this car around, blast the horn up and down the streets of my 
town, declaring my freedom from that woman in the backseat who thinks she’s 
a modern martyr.” (Wells, 2002:259-260) 
 
This above quotation is a strong evidence that the main character, Viviane 
Walker had a lot of pressure from her mother. The quotation was from Viviane 
Walker’s thought about things that she would like to do to her mother because her 
mother gave her a lot pressure. She was holding a deep rage toward her mother 
because every suffering that Viviane Walker had was created by her mother 
Buggy. Buggy as a social pressure for Viviane Walker had contribute tremendous 
pressures toward Viviane Walker’s personality development.  
From all the evidences, it can be concluded by Hurlock’s theory which stated 
that most of the influence comes from the close circle from the person live with. 
In this case, the influence was rather pressed Viviane Walker to be a good 
daughter and a good girl because of the pressure from her mother and father.  
 
“It took Vivi a week at Saint Augustine’s to realize the girls hated her. It took 
her a week and a half to realize the nuns did, too. 
She tried smiling at first, but it was a waste of face muscles. Nobody, not one 
person, would smile back. They looked her up and down and whispered 
malicious things she couldn’t quite make out. Vivi’s hair was too blonde for 
them, her eyes too bright, her luggage too jazzy, and above all, they hated the 
clothes she’d brought. She tried, but Vivi could not locate any other bad girls to 
become buddies with.” (Wells, 2002:263-264) 
 
Above quotation is another evidence that in the new environment in which 
Viviane Walker moved to, she received a social pressure from the people surround 
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her, nobody ever liked her, and nobody was nice to her. The pressure then doubled 
up, she came as a stranger which was actually a terrifying experience already, and 
then when she tried to make a good connection, she got rejected unpleasantly. She 
was known as the spoiled girl, it was because Buggy told the Mother Superior that 
she got too much spoiled by her father, even if the right reason was because 
Buggy’s jealousy.  
 
5. Changes in Roles 
The changes of one’s role may occur because of the change of age, economic, 
conditions, and affiliation with a new group. When the result of the changes put 
the person into a favorable status, it will usually change the self-concept of the 
person in a better way. (Hurlock, 1974:127)  
The changes in roles also can be seen from this study. The most significant 
roles that Viviane Walker has was by being a mother which considered as the 
change of age, conditions, and affiliation with a new group. This role of mother 
unfortuntelly gave a lot of depression toward the main character’s personality. 
The changes contributes big parts to the personality development of the character, 
some changes are good and also some of the changes are bad, but mostly the 
changes are bad.  
Hurlock believed that however someone who play the role of a mother and 
wife carries little prestige rather than being a career woman. This condition 
happened to Viviane Walker, because she gave up her life to marry Shep and have 
kids for straight four years in a row. Because of the lack prestige that she had, she 
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became frustrated, resentful, and depressed, as a result she reached alcohol and 
cigarette as a break for her from the reality being a mother.  
This statement could be proven strongly by Hurlock’s theory that mentioned 
there are three conditions related to role changes, this can be proven by the second 
condition that stated:  
Second, changing roles is especially damaging to the self-concept. If the 
individual is forced to play a role he does not want to play. Many women, it 
has been reported resent having to give up a career to play the role of wife and 
mother, a role they enjoy less and one which carries little prestige. (20, 49, 89). 
(Hurlock, 1974:127)  
““Let me tell you something, Pal: your mother doesn’t owe you anything. 
You’re a grown-up. She fed you and clothed you and held you, even if she did 
have a drink in her hand while she was doing it. And however she fucked you 
up – and I’m sure she did – every mother fucks every kid up – she did it with 
style, you hear me?”” (Wells, 2002:215) 
 
The quotation above showed when Viviane Walker as a mother, at the 
beginning she did it good, even if from the quotation above it stated that she 
already had trouble with alcohol but she still tried her best to be a good mother. 
The statement above was a statement from Caro, one of the Ya-Yas sisterhood. 
She told Siddalee Walker, Viviane Walker’s daughter that even if her mother 
messed a lot of things in her life, but she still took care of her.  
 
“Sidda would sit up in bed on those mornings, mouth wide open at the beauty 
of the tiny birthday candles glowing in her dark bedroom. After they finished 
singing, Vivi would bend down to kiss Sidda. “I’m so glad I had you,” she 
would whisper into her daughter’s ear. 
Some birthday Vivi’s voice might be hoarse from smoke or tears, or both. 
Sometimes in tension in her mother’s voice was so high it resonated in her 
daughter’s just-waking body. Some birthdays Vivi was so hungover, she’d 
wince even as she sang. The year after got sick and went away, her eyeswere 
so red and puffy, her voice so weak, her panic so close to the surface. Even as a 
child, Sidda sensed how much it cost her mother to sing, to hold out a rose-
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bedecked cake at dawn and to whisper, “Siddalee Walker, I’m so glad I had 
you.”” (Wells, 2002:220-221) 
 
“Vivi worked hard to make every birthday a good one. It was as though she 
had made a covenant with herself that she would do anything within he power 
not to let a birthday go bad.” (Wells, 2002:221) 
 
 
From the quotations above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker tried her best to 
be a mother, it indicated from the way she was always gave her children a 
birthday surprise in the morning for them, although the next paragraph showed 
when she did it, she was not in her best shape, a lot of the time she was under her 
hangover which absolutely caused by alcohol and also hoarse voice which cause 
by too much smoking. But Viviane Walker tried her best to give happiness to all 
her children. 
Became a mother was not easy for Viviane Walker, she had maintained her life 
to be a good woman and ended up marriage with the absence of her husband was 
not in her plan. This prove Hurlock’s theory about woman who gave up her life to 
play the role of house wife and mother, in the result lack of prestige. This 
condition had made Viviane Walker consumed more alcohol and cigarette. 
However, in her deepest dark time during the time of being a mother, the Ya-Ya 
always be there for her.  
6. Strong motivation 
People generally improve their pattern in order to get greater social acceptance 
and also to improve their social relationship. When the motivation to improve the 
personality pattern is strong enough, changes can be affected. (Hurlock, 1974:127) 
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In this case, the only strong motivation that Viviane Walker could do to 
improve the pattern of her life to get greater social acceptance is by being a good 
daughter for her mother Buggy. Buggy was raised in Catholic way, so she wanted 
to plant the same root to Viviane Walker. Although Viviane Walker was careless 
for every command to pray from her mother, but she would do it to please he 
mother.  
“We act so good and quiet that Mother thinks she has saints on her hands. 
“Did yall thank the Holy Lady for helping you through the day?” she asks. 
“Yes ma’am,” we all call out from our beds 
Mother is standing there on the other side of the mosquito net, already 
fingering her evening rosary. “Well, then tell your guardian angels goodnight.”  
“Goodnight, angels,” we say 
“Goodnight, little girls,” Mother says 
We lie silently and watch her cross the gray planks of the porch and head 
back into the house.” (Wells, 2002:87) 
 
However, because of Viviane Walker strong motivation to please her mother 
the behavior has influenced her to be a religious as well, she became the girl 
whom her mother wanted.  
Viviane Walker’s strong motivation was the only way to find a place in 
Buggy’s heart. In the novel, however, there are only few parts that could be 
qualified as evidence of Viviane Walker’s strong motivation.  
“Her mother discontent lay coiled inside her own body. Ever since Vivi’s 
little sister, Jezie, was born, Buggy had slept in the nursery, on a daybed 
against the wall. Although Vivi could not have put it into words, she felt her 
own exhaustion at constantly attempting to hold back part of her vitality so she 
would not cause her mother more sadness. At fifteen, Vivi Abbott was more 
masterful than most at rationing parts of herself without appearing anything but 
exuberant.” (Wells, 2002:196) 
 
According to Hurlock, strong motivation is a way to find a social acceptance 
from her close environment. It is proven then, that the only one person who could 
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never accept Viviane Walker as a person or as a daughter was Buggy. All strong 
motivation that Viviane Walker ever did was only seeking Buggy’s acceptance. 
However, Buggy did not see it. Viviane Walker was always the star at her school, 
she got all the acceptance in the world ever could hand to her as a teenager, but 
she could never get her mother acceptance. She could not get her mother to love 
her. Because of  the effort of strong motivation to get her mother’s love did not 
succeeded, she decided to keep praying as a habit, because praying is the only 
way that reminded her of her mother caring to her.  
7. Changes in Self – concepts  
The changes in the self-concept of one’s personality may change his entire 
personality. However, the changing of self-concept is getting difficult when 
people are getting older and usually the changes occur slowly and gradually. 
(Hurlock, 1974:128)  
The changes in self-concepts in this topic was rather plenty because of the 
main character’s point of view toward the people whom the main character got 
influenced from. Although it was rather many, but each of the self-concepts whom 
the main character got influenced from contribute a big trigger toward the main 
character’s behavior and personality.  
“Genevieve wouldn’t even be here if she hadn’t married Mr.Whitman, who 
owns the Garnet Savings and Loan. She met him in New Orleans, where a rich 
friend of her father sent her to the Ursuline nuns to learn to be lady. Oh, but 
thank the Lord she came to Thornton! We adore her. She has jet black hair and 
eyes just as dark, and her skin is smooth and she can dance any dance in the 
world. Besides, the Cajun two-step, she has taught us all the jitterbug, Praise 
Allah and Kickin’ the Mule. Genevieve is the most fun of any grown-ups I 
know – except when she gets attaque de nerfsand has to stay in bed with the 
shades drawn. I want to be just like Genevieve when I grow up.” (Wells, 
2002:64-65) 
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From the quotation above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker has decided to be 
like Mrs Whitman, Teensy’s mother. Mrs Whitman was such a beautiful lady with 
an uncommon standard at the time in Thornton. The standard for beauty in 
Thornton back then was a lady who had long and tall body and also blonde, but 
however Mrs Whitman was in the contrary but yet can be seen as beautiful 
woman. Besides her appearance, Viviane Walker adored the adventurous side of 
Mrs Whitman as showed in the quotation above, Mrs.Whitman taught her kids 
and her friends to dance all kind of dances in the world. Unfortunately, the way of 
raising her kids of Mrs. Whitman was rather different from Thornton’s styles, it 
considered unusual. The spirits of Mrs Whitman to raised her children in different 
way had inspired Viviane Walker which eventually she self-concepts herself by 
wanting to be like Mrs. Whitman later on  
“Oh, yes I do. I go out there all the time. I’m brave as Amelia Earhart. 
Sometimes I sleep out there by myself.” (Wells, 2002:82) 
 
From this quotation and the previous quotation it can be indicated that Viviane 
Walker concept herself as a strong woman like those ones whom she adored. 
Amelia Earhart was a first woman pilot in the history who pilot her own plane 
across continents and countries all over the world.  
 “I don’t know how to put it all into words, but I will try. We have just 
come from the premiere of the greatest movie ever made. I take back every 
single thing I ever said against Vivien Leigh. I love her, I adore her. Vivien 
Leigh is Scarlett. I went in thinking I would not have let myself like her, that I 
would never forgive them for not casting Tallulah Dahlin in the best role ever 
written. But all of that is gone. The minute I saw Miss Leigh there on the steps 
of the porch at Tara with Tarleton twins at her side and she said, “Melanie 
Wikes, that goody-goody,” well, I was a goner” (Wells, 2002:127-128) 
“I want to live in this movie, Necie! This is the kind of drama I was born for.” 
(Wells, 2002:128) 
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From these two quotations above, Viviane Walker concepts herself as Vivien 
Leigh, a British actress who play the role of Scarlett O’Hara in the famous movie 
from the book Gone With the Wind. In the movie Scarlett O’Hara showed as a 
very beautiful lady who also smart and strong woman. She captured the southern 
belle standard of a lady like in the southern part of United States especially 
Louisiana where the background of the novel set. Viviane Walker wanted to have 
a character like Scarlett O’Hara, beautiful yet powerful and also full of charms. 
She wanted to have a life like Scarlett O’Hara as if in the movie itself.  
“Yes, I have decided that I am like Scarlett and I am like Miss Mitchell. None 
of us like pale-faced, mealy-mouthed ninnies, and if that bothers the Junior 
League, well, that is just too bad.” (Wells, 2002:135) 
“Sidda remembered how as a teenager she used to worry constantly whether 
the boy she was in love with at the time was a Rhett or an Ashley. I f he was an 
Ashley, she’d want a Rhett. If he was a Rhett, she’d long for an Ashley. Every 
girl she met she’d subject to a “Scarlett/Melaine” rating. If the girl weighed in 
as a Melanie, she was to be pitied. If the meter leaned toward Scarlett, the girl 
wasn’t to be trusted. 
How different her own first viewing of the movie was from her mother’s 
experience. She had seen the epic upon its release in 1967” (Wells, 2002:140) 
 
From these three quotations above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker concept 
herself as a southern belle which mean she wanted to be a lady with good looking 
but has strong will and also powerful in her personalities. From the first quotation 
she looked up to Scarlet O’Hara the character on Gone with the wind, and also the 
author of the book Margaret Mitchell. Both of these women considered a great 
reflection of southern belle. They were beautiful but also valuable, in meaning 
that they were smart and also inspiring. The last quotation was seen from Viviane 
Walker’s daughter point of view, which indicated how Viviane Walker got a lot of 
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influences from Scarlet O’Hara and Margaret Mitchell, which eventually 
indirectly influenced the way of her daughter’s point of view of a good woman.  
“Mama did not think, Mama just felt. Her palms sweated in the palms of her 
girlfriends. Her eyes moistened, her heart beat fast, her eyes tracked Vivien 
Leigh. Unconsciously, Mama began to raise her own right eyebrow and believe 
that every man in the world adored her. Without knowing, Mama stepped into 
the tiny tight boots of Scarlett O’Hara. And Mama would do anything for the 
rest of her life to keep the drama going. 
“I want to live in this movie, Necie! This is the kind of drama I was born for” 
(Wells, 2002:141) 
 
From the quotation above, it can be seen clearly that Viviane Walker had a 
great influence from the character of Scarlett O’Hara. This can be seen from the 
Viviane Walker’s daughter point of view of the idea of a good woman that was in 
the quotation which was mentioned.  
8. Psychotherapy 
Psychotherapy helps a person to get better insight into the reason for his 
unrealistically favorable or unfavorable self-concept.  
In this topic the help of psychotherapy is mentioned in some of the parts in the 
novel. It stated that Viviane Walker had gone over the edge after the time when 
she beat her own children. She had a great depression, but however the place such 
Psychiatric place wasn’t stated clearly in the novel, it was called “the place where 
nobody would call it hospital” . 
“The next thing I knew, your mama had gone to some new priests – I’ve 
blanked out his name. He sent her to Dr. Lowell. A big Knights of Columbus 
man, had priests referring patients to him right and left. I’d never heard of the 
man till Vivi got the prescription. Dexamyl. I’ll remember that name until the 
day I die, half Dexedrine, half Miltown. Shot you up and threw you down. It 
was supposed to get your mama off alcohol and make her a better Catholic all 
the same time.” (Wells, 2002:377) 
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“Vivi adored those pills, couldn’t stop step raving about them. Gave her 
energy, she said, kept her mind off drinking, no appetite at all, and she could 
get by on four hours’ sleep. Flying high. Too high” (Wells, 2002:377) 
“Two weeks before Easter she took off on some four day retreat with that 
same priest, somewhere in Godforsaken Arkansas. She went cold turkey off 
bourbon, straight onto pills and penance.” (Wells, 2002:377) 
“I am not a psychologist, Pal. I don’t know what fine filament got stretched 
too tight. I think a lot of it was the Dexamyl. People did not know how bad that 
drug was back then. Ten times worse than booze.” (Wells, 2002:378) 
 
From these four quotations above, it can be seen that Viviane Walker had a 
problem with drug addiction, which was meant to help her. This drug was 
prescribed by a priest who hopes that she will get better. Viviane Walker had a lot 
of depression of being a single housewife with the absence of a husband. Her 
husband always went on a duck hunting, it left her with four kids to deal with by 
her own. However, the drug which she took was kind of drug which was really 
addictive and also strong. Dexamyl was commonly taken by housewife in 1960’s. 
It is hoped to help them stay active while taking care of the house work, but 
somehow it got banned couple years after it was launched because of the addiction 
problems. This can be seen that the character underwent a psychotherapy 
afterwards because of the drug which was given by the priests.  
“There are no records of Vivi Walker’s ever having checked into a 
psychiatric clinic for three months. No one ever knew, except us. When Vivi 
got home three months later, she made it clear that she did not want anyone to 
know.” (Wells, 2002:383) 
 
In above quotation, it can be seen clearly that Viviane Walker did go to a 
psychiatric, as it has been mentioned in the previous paragraphs, that the name of 
psychiatric hospital did not stated clearly. But this quotation could enough prove 
that the main character did undergo a psychiatric treatment.  
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C. The Influenced of Sisterhood towards Viviane Walker’s Personality 
Development. 
Here, the writer showed those eight conditions could influence one’s 
personality development like what Hurlock stated, the sisterhood functioned as the 
influence and contribution which bring favorable changes for Viviane Walker.  
In the conditions of physical changes, Viviane Walker underwent changes that 
caused by her pregnancies. Caro, one of the Ya-Ya sisterhood was showed as 
motivation for Viviane Walker to keep maintaining her body.  
In the conditions of changes in environment, Teensy’s mother Genevieve one 
of the Ya-Ya’s mother functioned as someone who provide Viviane Walker 
opportunities to see herself by taking her away from the Catholic boarding house. 
Without Genevieve and Teensy marched up to take Viviane Walker away, 
Viviane Walker almost gave up her life. However, as Hurlock said if there is one 
who will provide any opportunity then favorable changes could happen in one’s 
life. Genevieve and Teensy are proves as an opportunity for Viviane Walker to 
see herself by took her away from the pressures and depression which she got 
from the catholic boarding house.   
In the conditions of changes in significant people, the brother of Teensy’s 
death finally opened up Viviane Walker awareness, that her life need to be 
changed. Hurlock mentioned that one of the changes could be happen if one’s 
losing someone who’s really meant to her/him. Hurlock mentioned spouse, in this 
case, Jack Whitman functioned unlikely like spouse but he meant the world for 
 
PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJIPLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
61 
 
Viviane Walker, when he died, every beliefs that Viviane Walker had collapse 
and she changed to be a tough girl.  
In the conditions of changes in social pressures, the sisterhood played the role 
as the one who balanced Viviane Walker’s hard life, that caused by her miserable 
family life. The pressures from the family was rather strong and harsh toward 
Viviane Walker. There the sisterhood functioned as a shelter, and also a place 
where Viviane Walker could share all her bad experiences with her family.   
In the conditions of changes in roles, Viviane Walker underwent a great 
depression by being a mother and a house wife. The sisterhood was always come 
as a supporter, especially when Viviane Walker came to her peak conflict when 
she got over control because of her addiction to Dexamyl that led her to beat her 
children. The sisterhood was the one who step in and help, her own family and her 
husband rarely came as figure who safe Viviane Walker’s misery.  
In the conditions of strong motivation, Viviane Walker’s mother functioned as 
the one who caused the strong motivation for herself to have better personality. 
However Buggy never notice of any effort which Viviane Walker did to pleased 
her. As a result, the sisterhood came as a cheerleader for Viviane Walker to 
cheered up Viviane Walker.  
In the conditions of changes in self-concept, the sisterhood functioned as the 
supporters in every concept that Viviane Walker’s belief without any pressure, in 
other words the sisterhood gave Viviane Walker freedom to choose and supported 
every decision that Viviane Walker made.  
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In the conditions of the use of psychiatric, the sisterhood functioned as a bridge 
between Viviane Walker who had gone crazy with her children. The Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood took care all Viviane Walker children while she was away in a 
psychiatric hospital.  
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CHAPTER V  
CONCLUSION 
 
In this chapter, the writer concluded the influences of Viviane Walker 
personality development. With applying Elizabeth Hurlock’s Theory of Human 
Personality Development, specifically eight conditions that could be applied to 
analyze one’s personality development. The writer found there are two main 
conditions which can be classified as the main cause of Viviane Walker’s 
personality development.  
First one is the changes in roles, which is showed to be the source of her great 
depressions and frustrations. Playing the role of house wife and mother was not 
the kind of life that Viviane Walker wanted, in order to have a balance life, the 
sisterhood functioned as a shelter and also a place where she could reach for. 
Being a mother and housewife had made Viviane Walker went over the edge that 
eventually she had  to go to a psychiatric hospital which unfortunately was not 
stated generously in the novel. The sisterhood came in as the bridge between her 
and her children when she was away being treated I the psychiatric hospital.  
Beside the changes in roles, the changes in social pressures also showed as the 
trigger for Viviane Walker to change her personality.  The pressure affected the 
way of life of Viviane Walker. The sisterhood functioned as the supporter for 
Viviane Walker, especially during all those pressures that Viviane Walker 
underwent, the sisterhood contributed support for Viviane Walker in order she 
could see herself and made a better way for the sake of her life.  
63 
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To conclude the analysis, it can be seen that there are many aspects that could 
change one’s personality like what Hurlock mentioned in the theory of Human 
Personality Development. However, the use of a group or individual to support 
one’s process of finding one’s self –concept and also to develop one’s personality 
is needed, especially for women who suffer lack of freedom to state and to express 
herself. The use of sisterhood in this study is one of examples of the use of a 
group to support and to influence one’s personality development. However, 
nowadays, this phenomenon is common in the society, but rarely this is studied. 
Hopefully, this thesis could contribute sufficient explanations for those who need 
to study about sisterhood or similar group in the society that influenced one’s 
personality development.  
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